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territories, the first* became, after the cataclysm, the scene of a reaction so stupid and violent that all the good results of the French period were swept away, so that the work of liberalization had to be done over again almost from the beginning by D'Azeglio, Siccardi, and Cavour. In the Rhenish departments the seeds sown by the FrencH Revolution were not so easily uprooted,* and a numerous and prosperous peasant proprietary continued to testify to the enduring benefits conferred by twenty years of government under the French law. The third case is even more important.
Among the conquests of the French Revolution there was one so well grounded upon conditions of natural affinity and convenience as to hold out a reasonable expectation of permanence. The annexation of Belgium had been the earliest and most precious triumph of revolutionary arms, and if England could only have been deleted from the map of Europe no acquisition could have been more easily made secure. The Flemings, it is true, are of Teutonic lineage and speech, but the peasantry and factory hands of the Walloon provinces speak a Romance dialect, while for many generations every educated Belgian had been accustomed to use French as a medium of education, culture, and social intercourse. A people without a national history, in one century the subjects of a Spaniard in Madrid, and in the next offering a scarcely less docile submission to an Austrian in Vienna, might naturally be expected, if not to welcome, at least to accept with complaisance a union with a neighbour, so wealthy, so powerful, and connected by so many ties *of common civilization with themselves. France indeed had little to give the Belgians in the way of political liberty which they did not already enjoy under chartered rights ;. but for many years before 1789 a party in Belgium had been driving hard for an extreme democratic revolution, and a course of wise government might have converted the creed of a Vonckist or Gallophil minority into the common possession of the Belgian people.
Never was a great political opportunity so shamelessly squandered. The rule of the French Republic in Belgium opened with an orgy of plunder and tyranny and closed with